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1 . I CONVEYED REFTEL MESSAGE TO EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR METWALLI 
THIS MORNING, JULY 20, AS INSTRUCTED. METWALLI HAD NOT BEEN 
AWARE OE THE POSTPONEMENT AND CALLED ABU JAAFAR (ALSO OUR PLO 
CONTACT) IN MY PRESENCE. ABU JAAFAR CONFIRMED TO HIM THAT ARAFAT 
HAD INDEED GIVEN ORRTY 

TO POSTPONE CONVOY AND THAT SECURITY IN 

NABATIYA AREA IS REASON FOR POSTPONEMENT. ABU JAAFAR TOLD 
EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR THAT PLO IS CONCERNED ABOUT PRESENCE OE 
SOME DISSIDENT ELEMENTS ALONG ROUTE AND THEY WISH TO CLEAR THIS UP 
BEEORE TAKING RESPONSIBILITY FOR ESCORTING OUR CONVOY. 

2. WHEN I INDICATED CONEIDENTIALLY TO METWALLI THAT SOME PEOPLE 
WONDER WHETHER ARAFAT'S ACTION MIGHT BE A POLITICAL PLOY ON PART 
OF PLO, METWALLI DENIED THIS CATEGORICALLY. HE SAID HE HAD BEEN 
IN CLOSE AND CONTINUOUS CONTACT WITH PLO AND HE COULD ASSURE ME 
THAT PLO IS DETERMINED TO HELP WITH OUR EVACUATIONS. HE SAID 
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(FARUK QADDUMI), ABU LUTIF HAD EXPRESSED PREEERENCE EOR SEA 
EVACUATION BUT IN ACCEPTING LAND EVACUATION ROUTE, HAD SAID 
"WE WANT TO DO WHAT WILL MAKE IT EASIEST EOR BOTH AMERICANS 
AND US." 

3. COMMENT: I AM PREPARED TO ACCEPT METWALLI'S 

JUDGMENT THAT THIS IS NOT RPT NOT A PLO POLITICAL PLOY AND THAT 

THERE MAY WELL BE SOME SECURITY PROBLEMS IN THE NABATIYA AREA. 

IT IS POSSIBLE THAT PLO IS BEING DOUBLY CAUTIOUS IN VIEW OE 
INEORMATION WE PASSED PLO RE PELP THREAT WE HAD PICKED UP 
EARLIER (BEIRUT 6371). THIS MAY EXPLAIN PLO SECURITY OFEICIAL'S 
COMMENT TO OUR RSO YESTERDAY RE PRESENCE ALONG WAY OF PFLP 
CONTINGENT. IT COULD BE THAT PLO WANTS TO MAKE DOUBLY SURE THAT 
NO SUCH CONTINGENT EXISTS. 
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